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The importance of 
teen spaces



Why do we need a space just for teens?
1) making the “teen voice” a priority, and giving a sense of 
ownership to library users

2) transforming the role and image of the library - fight 
the stereotype!

3) reinforcing the teens’ place, and the library’s place, in 
the community

4) we want them to want to be here

*YALSA, “The Need for Teen Spaces in Public Libraries



Advocate! 
Library administration, Friends of the Library, other 
funding sources

And if you need something to tell your advocacy group: 

The #1 reason teens try drugs is “boredom,” followed by 
anxiety and loneliness. We can help with those!

*National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia 
University



How to find the space



Where should our teen space be?

● Under-utilized space
● Print reference
● Remove outdated 

collections
○ VHS
○ CD-Roms

● Staff/office space



Use the space you have
● A coat of paint can work miracles.
● Small displays boost circulation and make the space feel 

lively and current
● Display books and magazines face out
● Add artwork to make the space trendy in a way that is 

easy to update
● Make the best of what you have! 



Consider, and reconsider
Do we really need all of the bells and whistles? 

Is it vital to have computers in the teen area?

Is a big squishy couch the best use of your space?

Is it a good idea to have a TV 
and video game system installed, 
or might it be better to just set 
one up for programs?  



Best practices
● Make it different 

and fun!
● Contain the noise
● Include books!

The former teen space at Cary Memorial Library 2012



US Census  - American Fact Finder



Renovating with a lot of 
support: Lessons Learned in Lexington



Adult Fiction 
Collections
World Languages 
Collection
Graphic Novels

Before: Adult Fiction



Before: Science Fiction



Before: Graphic Novels 



Working with an architect











During the renovation



The moving of the books



Empty shelves, full boxes! 



Old lighting 



No books No carpet



New lighting 



Even more new lighting! 



Computer table floor 
power installed Cabinetry installed 



Workshop floor installed 



Shelving installed 



Countertop installed 



After: Clickshare table

After: Workshop area



After: Computer station After: Countertop







After: View from the windows
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Lots of support means lots of stakeholders



Renovating With Some Support
Lessons learned in South Yarmouth



We Had the Room! We Had Some Funds! … But it was all us.

Before: Friends Bookstore



During The Renovation

Strip the wallpaper, paint the walls 
and bookcases...



Adding Decorations



After Renovation



Before: Friends Bookstore

After renovation- Panorama!

Welcome to the Teen Room!



Changes you can make 
in any library



You don’t need a million dollars to make an impact
Small changes can make big differences! Try…

★ Carpet tiles
★ Artwork from students
★ Make sure your collection reflects your community
★ Phone chargers
★ Textbooks
★ Board games
★ Consider tweens
★ Make the space exclusively for teens! No adults allowed!

Have a little budget? Let the teens choose the furniture!





Clear 
Signage



Teen involvement
Keep your teens 
involved throughout 
the process:

● dreaming
● planning
● decision-making
● fundraising
● installation



Decisions and 
purchasing



Things to consider
No matter what purchases you 
are making for your space, 
be an informed consumer!

Ask questions!

Style changes quickly. Try 
for timeless major 
purchases, and add 
fashionable details and 
artwork that can be changed 
as times change.



What can you do in your 
space? 



Lecture presentation

Live action games!



Questions, comments, 
success stories!



resources
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Jen & Kat
jforgit@minlib.net
kealy@ocln.org

Thanks!
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